for peripheral communities 
fighting the insitfi CUS 
onslaught of monoculture 

Genocide, the rationally calculated 
extermination of human populations 
designated as legitimate prey, has not been 
an aberration in an otherwise peaceful march 
of progress. Genocide has been a prerequisite 
of that progress. This is why national armed 
forces were indispensable to the wielders of 
capital. These forces did not only protect the 
owners of capital from the insurrectionary wrath 
of their own exploited wage workers. These 
forces also captured the holy grail, the magic 
lantern, the preliminary capital, by battering the 
gates of resisting or unresisting outsiders, by 
looting, deporting and murdering. 

The footprints of the national armies are the 
traces of the march of progress. These patriotic 
armies were, and still are, the seventh wonder of 
the world. In them, the wolf lay alongside the 
lamb, the spider alongside the fly. In them, 
exploited workers were the chums of creditors, 
suckers the chums of hustlers in a 
companionship stimulated not by love but by 
hatred - hatred of potential sources of 
preliminary capital designated as unbelievers, 
savages, inferior races. 


LATE NEWS 



Human communities as variegated in their ways 
and beliefs as birds are in feathers were 
invaded, despoiled and at last exterminated 
beyond imaginations grasp. The clothes and 
artefacts of the vanished communities were 
gathered up as trophies and displayed in 
museums as additional traces of the march of 
progress; the extinct beliefs and ways become 
the curiosities of yet another of the invaders’ 
many sciences. The expropriated fields, forests 
and animals were garnered as bonanzas, as 
preliminary capital, as the precondition for the 
production process that was to turn the fields into 
farms, the trees into lumber, the animals into 
hats, the minerals into munitions, the human 
survivors into cheap labour. Genocide was, and 
still is, the precondition, the cornerstone and 
groundwork of the military-industrial complexes, 
of the worlds of offices and parking lots. 

(Fredy Perlman, 1984) 

. (Photo from: www.amnesty.ie/publ/01/aceh.shtml) 


Dipuntiar ant| Agfa update 

For the past year, much of SSP's work on the 
Philippines has centered around the Friends of People 
Close to Nature project at Dipuntian. Inspired by the 
claim that this project was enabling some of the last 
few Agfa to defend virgin forest and maintain their 
hunter-gatherer ways of life, we provided publicity and 
volunteers, and secured funding to buy more land for 
the project. Having now visited and worked on the 
project we have made the decision to withdraw our 
support for it. There are many reasons for this but the 
main ones are as follows: 

1- Not one of the people living at Dipuntian had had 
any part in discussing or creating the project, nor had 
ever heard of FPCN. 

2- All the Agta we spoke to expressed outright dislike of 
Hartmut Heller (the projects organizer), viewing him as 
a landlord imposing his rules upon them. In particular 
they resented him not allowing their friends and family, 
whom he viewed as non-Agta or non-racially pure, to 
be on site. He never explains or discusses any of his 
imposed rules with them. They also said that he 
stopped them from growing food, something which 
Agta have done to supplement their diet for hundreds 
of years - and especially need to now, as the forest is 
too degraded to provide all their food. 

3- The description of Dipuntian as a base for anti¬ 
logging activity is largely false, as is the description of 
the Agta who live there as hunter-gatherers - although 
their livelihoods do depend almost entirely on forest 
products. There are a few Agta communities who 
continue to live as hunter-gatherers in virgin forest, but 
they are not at Dipuntian. 

4- The Agta we spoke to were of the opinion that it was 
pointless to buy land for them. They especially stated 
that they did not want any more land to be controlled 
by Hartmut Heller. 

In the light of all this we find it impossible to continue 
our support for a project which at best is not as it 
claims, and at worst is actively harmful to the 
tribespeople who live there. However, we would also 
like to stress that our decision on Dipuntian should not 
reflect badly on the rest of FPCN. As we understand it, 
all FPCN members work very independently of each 
other, and it is only Hartmut Heller, and specifically his 
work with the Agta, which we have a problem with. 

in future we would advise that anyone wanting to 
volunteer at Dipuntian consider their plans carefully. It 
is possible that outsiders can, with care, be useful in 
this area, but in our opinion involvement with FPCN 
would prove to be an obstacle to this. We will produce 
a more detailed report on Dipuntian in the near future 
and are happy to talk to anyone thinking of visiting. 

solidarityphilippines@yahoo.co.uk 

All views expressed within this publication, are those of the 
authors, and not necessarily shared by the editors or of 
Solidarity South Pacific 
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A? Pamphlets 

Rumble ir ftie Juhgl* £1.20 7? pages 

This pamphlet is an interview with a representative of 
the Free Papua Movement (OPM) originally printed in 
‘Do or Die Voices from the Ecological Resistance’— 
www.eco-action.org.dod. It covers: Papuan traditional 
culture, multinational mining, the OPM and resistance 
to Indonesian rule, women in the struggle, West Papua 
after Suharto and what the future holds. 

Leave us Alohe £2.1-0 R7 pages 

A very unusual pamphlet. Here you get the opportunity 
to see civilization through the eyes of one beyond its 
borders. The Papuan Lani tribe sent the author to find 
out ‘what this europe thing is that’s attacking us'. Read 
Wiwa Wewo's report back on the West. Subjects cov¬ 
ered include: What’s wrong with the modern world? 
The four enemies of tribal people and, not least of all- 
plastic plants... 


"Hie Coconut Revolution £6 SO mins 
Bougainville, with a population of only 160,000 has 
managed to close and keep closed one of the biggest 
mines in the world. Despite having to fight the Austra¬ 
lian & PNG armies, they have held their ground for a 
decade with antique weaponry and homemade guns 
made out of water-piping and planks. Under siege 
conditions and improvising with alternative technology 
and herbal medicine these people have taken on the 
biggest mining company in the world and won. 

freedom for West Papua £6 23 mins 

This video is a cut together compilation from a number 
of films about West Papua. With voice commentary by 
a Papuan activist this is a good intro into this border 
conflict between tribal culture and civilization. 

All prices incMe UK postage 
Sentl payment CA/LV as manfc payee 


P ostal Orders to tfie a tigress Wow: 



Miy Solidarity? 

Throughout the Pacific Rim wild nature and 
wild culture are under attack. Loggers tear 
down the forests. Mining corporations rip open 
chasms in the earth. Free tribal societies are 
either exterminated or assimilated. In this 
century over half of the earth’s diverse forms of 
life are facing extinction—these are critical times. 
Against the death culture, rebellion grows: The 
victorious eco-insurrection in Bougainville and the 
strengthening indigenous resistance in West 
Papua are just two examples. 

For ten years the British radical ecological 
movement have taken inspiration from Pacific 
struggles, and in return carried out sporadic 
solidarity actions against companies and 
embassies. In the middle of 2002 many of us 
behind these actions decided we needed to 
consolidate to make sure we can give more 
consistent support to struggling wild peoples in 
this region. We are not an NGO and have no 
paid staff or any significant funding. We do 
however have determination in bucket loads. 

We aim primarily to aid the West Papuan tribal 
resistance, Earth First! plus tribal and ecological 
struggle in the Philippines, and to bring attention 
to the revolution on Bougainville. We also want to 
bring the voices of these people direct and 
unmediated. This newsletter is part of that 
project. 

At the beginning of the 21st century we all have 
to choose sides. Do we remain on the side of 
industrial civilization or do we stand with the wild 
cultures in defence of our living earth? The 
success of any empire depends on its ability to 
convince its subjects that life under the empire is 
better and superior to any other, and no empire 
has succeeded more in doing this than the 
current global, techno-capitalist regime which 
seems intent on colonizing every last corner of 
this planet. Thus our solidarity is not bound by 
the artificial borders of the nation state - we are 
all part of the same battle. Capitalism / 
industrialization can never equate with freedom. 
Consumer choice is no compensation for loss of 
autonomy. Capitalism is an ongoing genocidal 
invasion which must be fought. 

The South Pacific is on the front line of this 
onslaught. Environmentally, an incredibly 
important region, with diverse human 
communities - they need the support of those of 
us within the belly of the beast. Support which 
increases the chances of both us and them 
breaking free of the monoculture. Join the global 
fight against the insidious incursions of capitalism 
and actively support human and environmental 
diversity in some of the worlds most important 
hotspots. 


Against tW Death Culture, Rebellion ^rows „ „ . 


Beyond the core tribes everywhere are 
under attack. Some are engaged in large- 
scale resistance. Other societies are 
smaller and shrinking, and if left without 
allies will undoubtedly perish. Many have 
gone already, their tribes’ name listed 
somewhere in some dull book, and the rest 
of humanity may survive long enough and 
learn enough to lament their passing. 
Meanwhile, others are still alive and fighting. 
They are fighting for freedom, not for rights 
within our culture. Since freedom doesn’t 
exist in our culture then theirs is truly the 
same struggle as ours, for anything within 
civilization is slavery and domestication. To 
slow biological / cultural meltdown the last 
remaining wild peoples must be aided in 
every way. If most of our species are ever 
to break out of this nightmare of our own 
making and find our way back to the earth, 
we will have a lot to learn from them. Tribal 
peoples were the first and are the last 
societies on earth to have a non-exploitative 
relationship with the world. Our task is to 
help them preserve their unique cultures 
from enforced assimilation, alien religions, 
the ideologies of ‘progress’ and ‘growth’ and 
absorption into the global economy. 

In a World where the global corporations are 
all powerful and our governments are either 
passive, or worse, complicit in the 
environmental destruction and human 
suffering these corporations cause, it is not 
uncommon or surprising that we feel 
powerless to stop the economic tidal wave 
that ravages the environment under the 
illusion of ‘progress’. This tidal wave of 
economic power is felt nowhere stronger 
than in the Pacific Rim, where wild nature 
and some of the last remaining wild cultures 
are under threat. The region is rich in the 
scarce ‘resources’ that the West craves, 
products that multinational corporations will 
bring to market at any human and 
environmental price. Local governments 
must comply with the corporations, with the 
WTO, with the IMF, or face a concentrated 
campaign to discredit and eliminate them. 

As a result tribal societies are either being 
exterminated or forcibly assimilated into our 
over homogenized and culturally sterile 
‘modern’ world, forced from the land and 
(like ourselves) transformed into cheap and 
disposable economic input and integrated 
into industrialized society. These are some 
of the few remaining areas of great bio¬ 
diversity and ecological fragility in a world 
with an insatiable appetite for ‘resources’ to 
exploit—thus are absolutely ripe for 
destruction. But resistance is alive and fertile 


in the region. The people of Bougainville 
decided ‘enough was enough’ and shut 
down the mines, kicked out corporations and 
the occupying forces to reclaim their culture 
and their harmony with nature. 

Despite being far from over, the story of 
Bougainville is an inspiring one, not just for 
the people of the Pacific Rim, but for all of 
us. How these people came so far with so 
little holds many lessons for us all. At the 
very least it shows how those in power will 
react when they are truly threatened. The 
flowering of resistance in West Papua and 
the Philippines provide much needed proof 
that all isn’t necessarily lost. The momentum 
of this resistance needs to be sustained. We 
can learn from these people who still know 
what freedom is. Supporting the indigenous 
people of the South Pacific is supporting a 
real and total fight against global capitalism. 
Tribal peoples in the region are fighting in 
their own way and they need our support so 
that their resistance can become strong 
enough to stop their own destruction and 
also powerful enough to reverberate back 
into our societies. Though our worlds are 
different, our struggle is the same—to regain 
our freedom and to retain, or in our case 
rediscover, a culture that exists in balance 
with nature and not against it. 
















Priscner Support 

AH over the globe, every day, the plague of 
Industrial civilization continues to spread, 
driven by economic greed and an Insatiable 
demand for energy and resources. And as this 
cancerous megamachine blindly pursues its 
"scorched Earth policy", entire species are going 
extinct, entire societies are disappearing, and it's 
all happening so quickly that there hardly seems 
time to react. Yet react we must, assertively and 
immediately while we still have something worth 
fighting for. What we are starting to see is the 
emergence of a truly radical, decentralized, 
international movement and an integral part of 
building such a movement is going to be the 
creation of a solid, well-organized prisoner 
support network. Our movement will not continue 
to grow unless we are able to provide this level of 
support to our comrades who are unfortunate 
enough to become prisoners of the State. On 
March 6th & 7th Koteka prisoner support had a 

Prisoner Support phoning session. However, 
phone support is ongoing, you can phone 
Indonesia from the UK for 15p per minute by first 
dialling 0905 306 0197 then international number. 
It is best to phone when it is day there (they are 
9.5 hours ahead of UK) so around midnight or first 
thing in the morning from UK. However the phone 
will be answered 24 hours so just ring when you 
can. 

Prisoners: Kornelius Tier (20) 

Yulius Pisya (23) 

Prison: Lembaga Abepura 

Phone: +62 967 581705 

Address: LP Lembaga Pemasyarakatan, 

Abepura, Jayapura, 

Papua, Indonesia 

Head of Prison: Bapak Sudarsono Klapas 
Head Guard: Salim Maretma 

Most important just to say their names a lot: 

Kornelius Tier & Yulius Pisya 

Other Phrases: 

*Saya telepon tentang Kornelius Tier & Yulius 
Pisya. (Sy-ar telepon tentang..) 

(I am telephoning about...) 

*Hati hati (Haiti harti) (Be careful) 

‘Kami jaga lihat anda sekarang.) (Karmee jargar 
leehat anda seykarang) 

(We are watching you now) 

*Saya dari Inggris. (Sy-yar dary Ingrees) 

(I am from England) 

‘Karnu pratikan baik kesehatan mereka, minum, 
makan dan keselamatan mereka. (Karmu 
prateekan bike kay-say-hartan meraykar, 
minum, makan dan kay-selamtan meraykar) 

(Treat them well, give food, water and look after 
them) 

‘Kami tahu apa yang lakukan di lembaga. 

(Karmee tarhoo apa yang larkookan dee 
lembarga) (We know what you do in the prison) 

‘Kami adalah teman mereka. (Karmee ard-ar-lar 
tayman meraykar) (We are their friends) 

‘Papua Merdeka! (Free Papua!) 

Vkoteka_prisoner_support@xsmail.com> 


"Hie Birtf of Paratfise Fights 

The jungles. The mountains. The mangroves. The 
islands. An old war but a new battlefield- New 
Guinea. The 1,500 mile long island of New Guinea is 
the world's largest tropical island, second only to 
Greenland as the largest island on earth. European 
colonialism drew a typically insane straight line down 
the middle of it. The western portion (which had been 
invaded by the Dutch) was taken over by Indonesia in 
1963 and became Irian Jaya / West Papua. The east 
(which the British & Germans had argued about) was 
given 'independence' (at least publicly) by Australia 
and became Papua New Guinea. On both sides of 
the border corporations and states are waging a war 
against wild nature and wild culture. The forest is torn 
down for timber and agriculture. The land is ripped 
open for metals. The seabed is punctured for oil and 
gas. Free societies are dispossessed and either 
exterminated or assimilated. But the indigenous are 
fighting back. 



WEST PAPUA 

'The struggle to free West Papua is not to take 
away one government and then replace it with a 
new government. We do not want to administer 
ourselves the capitalists "profit-making". It is a struggle 
between modern society and tribal people. It is a 
struggle between an ecologically harmonious life and an 
environmentally exploitative one,' (from OPM/TPN 
Communique 1/2/99). 

In West Papua guerrilla bands of native fighters have 
been holed up in the wilds for 40 years. Armed largely 
with bows and arrows their lightning strikes against the 
invaders continue to this day. Their actions have 
succeeded in slowing the rate of destruction, but in any 
battle with the Indonesian army they are horrifically 
outgunned. A new hope came in 1997 with the 
insurrection in Java that deposed the Indonesian dictator 
Suharto. Maybe mass people power could free West 
Papua? This hope was soon strengthened when the 
East Timorese succeeded in pulling themselves out of 
the Indonesian Republic. All over West Papua a range of 
pro-independence groups blossomed in the (temporary) 
space opened by the fall of Suharto. The new-civilian- 
President Wahid promised a softly softly approach. He 
pushed autonomy packages, agreed to change the name 
from Irian Jaya to West Papua carried out extensive 
dialogue with Papuans. Of course diplomacy is war by 
other means and it wasn't long before the military were 
back using conventional weapons. In December 2000 
demonstrations were attacked by soldiers, tribes people 
shot from helicopters. When Papuans attacked police, 


On; Melanesian Resistance 

settlers and soldiers, retaliation was swift. Hundreds of 
people were arrested; dozens were killed and 
disappeared. In one incident, soldiers took a Papuan 
family hostage, killed and cut up one of the children and 
fed the pieces to dogs. Open resistance such as road 
blockades continued through early 2001 but the political 
climate in the towns was definitely changing. 

Meanwhile in the wilds the guerrillas of the OPM 
(Organasi Papua Merdeka) were keeping on the fight. In 
Merauke one band took hostage twelve workers from a 
Korean logging company. Negotiations ended with the 
company negotiators being taken too. Other armed 
attacks on logging companies elsewhere in the country 
followed. After one incident in Waisor the Police Mobile 
Brigade (Brimob) stationed themselves as security for 
the loggers. Villagers fled in fear, with good reason. 
Brimob seized 22 men on their way home from a 
traditional ceremony and shot six dead on the spot. With 
these random acts of brutality Brimob hoped to terrorise 
the population into passivity. Instead the OPM launched 
an attack on the Brimob guarding another near by 
logging camp, killing five Brimob, one civilian guard and 
seizing guns and ammunition. Many more troops were 
flown in for a three-month 'Sweep and Crush Operation 1 . 
This crackdown involved village burning and summary 
executions. Dozens were arrested and many tortured. 
2001 came to an end with a seismic event, Theys Eluay - 
head of the reformist Papuan Presidium Council (PDP), - 
was abducted by the Indonesian military and killed. His 
murder - on Indonesian Heroes Day - was a clear 
message to the Papuans. 'We will tolerate no opposition 
- however peaceful.' A year earlier the State had been 
looking to Theys as a negotiating partner who could keep 
a lid on street riots and OPM action. Now he was gallows 
fodder. His murder was followed by that of another 
leading member of the PDP. Yafet Yelemaken died in 
agony from poisoning on 23rd June 2002. The state 
believed he was a leader of the uprising in Wamena in 
October 2000 (See West Papua Action Update #2). The 
same month another leading figure Benny Wenda was 
arrested for rebellion. Benny is the spokesman for 
KONTEKA (Council of Elders of Penis Gourd Peoples) a 
'no compromise' group that represents some of these 
least developed Highland tribes. Held for months in 
horrific conditions he survived an axe wielding 
assassination attempt while in jail. By wiping out open 
organisers the Indonesians are hoping to crush the 
movement. Thankfully with Benny they haven't got their 
way! Following an international support campaign, 
Benny’s prison conditions improved slightly—no longer 
was he shackled in isolation. In October 2002 Benny 
escaped from jail. Other known activists have had 
bounties put on their head and have had to go into 
hiding. However, throughout the last year the OPM have 
remained active in the wilds; no major successes but no 
major defeats either. The army spectacularly failed to 
capture OPM commander Herman Awol and his unit 
despite a major operation on the relatively small island of 
Biak. However well resourced the modern Indonesian 
army is, defeating guerrillas in the wilds of their birth is a 
hard task. Badly armed, the OPM's main strength is that 
they are part of the land. 

Back among the Indonesian colonists a new force is 
massing. The Javanese settlers have always acted as a 
Cordon Sanitaire for the Indonesian military, but now 
they themselves are being heavily militarised. The 
Satgas Merah Patin (Red & White Task Force) are a pro- 
Jakarta militia whose members are recruited from new 
settlers. In the run up to the East Timorese 
Independence referendum similar militias were armed, 
unleashing terror across the province. Now some of the 
same personnel are organising in Papua. Just as 
worrying are the thousands of Islamic fundamentalist 
warriors who have flooded West Papua in the last two 
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People in Britain are inspire*! to ta^e Solidarity Action 


The following are press releases received by SSP: 

B.P. Garage blockaded 18-12-2002 

On the morning of Wednesday 18th December a group of 
people in Manchester visited their local B.P. garage to 
protest against BP's involvement in the Tangguh gas 
project in a remote area of West Papua. Up went 2 
tripods blocking the entrance and exits. The blockade 
lasted form 10.30 till 2.30 pm the garage was completely 
shut down for 4 hrs even though it was bloody cold but 
lucky enough we brought some brandy coffee with us. 

We were offered a meeting with the Manchester NW BP 
manager if we would take down the tripods but we 
refused, asking to talk to someone who have real 
influence in the Tangguh gas project before we would 
consider taking down the tripods, surprise surprise they 
never got back to us. The police turned up and hung 
about for a bit telling us we were going about it all wrong 
and if we really wanted to change anything we should 
stand further down the road with banners, or go and visit 
BP's offices. That’s the best defence I can think of for an 
office occupation. Eventually everyone was overcome by 
the cold and down came the tripods, we all disappeared 
while the police were keeping warm in the shop. 

Serious sabotage and damage committed during an 
invasion of New Tribes Mission UK HQ 11-12-2002 

On 11 October more than fifty people took direct action 
against the New Tribes Mission (NTM) UK Headquarters 
in Grimsby, in solidarity with resistant indigenous people 
of the Philippines, West Papua and Bougainville. NTM 
have stated that they intend to preach to every tribe on 
the planet by 2025, such as the Agta of Northern Luzon 
and tribes in Mindanao. NTM build airstrips in jungles, 
have their own planes to ferry first missionaries and then 
businessmen, Coca-Cola and the military. First comes 
Christianity and then corporations. The indigenous people 
of West Papua have declared missionaries one of their 4 
biggest threats: they are as responsible as mining or 
logging companies for ecological and cultural destruction. 

The activists visited NTM wearing West Papuan masks, 
invaded and occupied the offices. They severely 
outnumbered the missionaries working there. Essential 
information was gained which will prove valuable to 
research for resistance into NTM. Essential computer 
hardware, software and other office equipment was 
damaged. Meanwhile others argued with workers, or 
demonstrated outside and in the nearby village with 
banners. A timing device was planted in a toilet that later 
opened a valve on the cold water supply leading to flood r 
damage during Friday night/Saturday morning. 

Indonesian Embassy London Occupied 9-10-2002 

Today, the Indonesian Embassy in London was occupied 
in solidarity with the people of West Papua fighting for 
their freedom. The occupiers chained themselves to 
railings in a third floor window shouting "Papua Merdeka" 
to the on looking crowd. The Indonesian flag was pulled 
down and the Papuan 'Morning Star 1 flag was about to be 
raised when Indonesian officials dragged the flag raiser 
who had climbed up the side of the building back into the 
embassy using unnecessary force. 

A group of protestors had also gathered outside with 
banners reading "Free West Papua" and "Victory to the 
OPM". The building remained occupied for 3/4 hour whilst 
the demonstrators made their demands. The embassy 
staff were enraged and pulled people about. Eventually 
the police arrived and cut people from the railings. Four 
people were arrested and charged. Three are still being 
held in custody overnight and they will all appear in court 
tomorrow. Their demands to the Indonesian government 
include: 


- Stop the harassment and criminalisation of human rights 
workers and organizations operating in West Papua, in 
particular ELSHAM whose workers have recently had 
death threats as a result of "Operation Adil Matoa". 

- Conduct a full and independent investigation into the 
murder of Theys Eluay and bring the perpetrators of this 
crime to justice. 

- Withdraw all troops from West Papua. 

- Leave the Papuan people to live their own free lives in 
their land. 

RTZ Plant Blockaded 8-10-2002 

Anglesey Aluminums on Holy Island, Anglesey, was 
today blockaded for nearly six hours by a group of 15 
people making novel use of a clapped out mini van and a 
tripod. The action was in solidarity with the OPM - the 
Free West Papua Movement - and the people of West 
Papua. The van, laden with two cement filled oil barrels 
was towed in at 8.30am before irrevocably and finally 
breaking down outside the main entrance to the 
aluminium smelting plant. Someone stuck their hand 
through a hole in the side panel and locked onto one of 
the barrels. The other barrel fell through a hole in the floor 
of the van, tyres deflated on account of their being 
slashed and another person stuck their arm in and 
clipped on. So that wasn't going anywhere for a while. A 
long tail back rapidly ensued. 

Meanwhile a scaffold tripod went round the back entrance 
just in case anyone had sneaky ideas about slipping in or 
out that way. After a couple of hours the plant opened an 
unbeknown third narrow entrance, allowing light freight 
and traffic access, but larger, heavier vehicles were 
prevented from entering or leaving for another 3 1/2 
hours. A large number of police arrived but no arrests 
were made, although a couple of people were harassed 
by police when trying to leave after the protest, and 
several people were followed to a local supermarket. 

Anglesey Aluminium are 51% owned by Rio Tinto Zinc. 
Freeport Mine is the world's second largest copper mine 
and the largest proven gold deposit worth $40 billion. 
Indonesia gains 20% royalties from the mine at Mt 
Carstenz. This provides 47% of West Papua's Gross 
Domestic Product. The joint owners, the US company 
Freeport McMoRan and British company Rio Tinto Zinc, 
gain 80%. The local Papuan receive no royalties yet their 
homeland is despoiled by mining operations such as 
these. West Papuans are also severely repressed by the 
Indonesian government. An estimated 300,000 people 
have been murdered since 1963. 



Ratlica! Solidarity A/ct Charity 

The Pacific Rim is home to some of the last 
wild people. They need as allies people who 
understand that their fight is for freedom, not just 
for ‘rights’ within the modern world, or for a share 
of the spoils of ’development’ and 'progress’, 
people who are fundamentally questioning the 
need for development at all. They need people in 
the West who are without harmful agendas and 
can elevate their voices, not replace them with 
compassionate, but passive ones as do many of 
the Non-Governmental Organization’s (NGO’s) and 
Church groups. These are organizations that have 
betrayed countless resistance movements in the 
past. Tribal people’s voices are rarely heard, quite 
often because they are not asking for the ‘right’ 
kind of help. Helping people fight for their lives and 
supporting armed resistance against those who are 
killing families are not attractive causes in the 
charity industry. These aboriginal people don’t 
want the ‘caring’ development work of these 
organizations, they just want back what they had— 
a life without interference. 



If we believe in pivotal movements than this is one 
we must act upon. Activists in the UK are 
galvanising to provide solidarity and financial 
assistance to these besieged societies. We ask for 
your support in this—donate, organize, blockade— 
whatever your skills and energies enable! 
Providing financial aid should not be seen as 
charity, but as one of the many tools of solidarity 
that we have available to us as a result of our 
position in the highly monetarised West. Even 
where the goals are small we can realise our 
power and help make a radical difference to these 
societies and their lands—and in return be inspired 
by their stand against ruthless global capitalism, 
apply it to our own communities, and enable their 
resistance to fuel our own. In the end it is more 
what we do than what we say that makes a 
difference. 
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Arms Rai4 

Wamena 4 March 2003 

An unidentified group launched an attack very 
early on Friday, 4 April on the military command 
in Wamena, just 200 metres from the office of 
the Wamena district chief. 

The attackers killed two military command sol¬ 
diers, including one who was guarding the 
ammunition dump. Another soldier was seriously 
injured. One of the attackers was killed in the 
fighting. The attackers also succeeded in seizing 
more than three dozen weapons and a lot of 
ammunition. 

ELSFIAM contact in Wamena reports that troops 
are patrolling the town, the markets are open as 
usual but government offices and schools are 
closed. 

According to press reports, mainly from Antara 
and Kompas Online, the military in Wamena 
have mounted a major manhunt to find the group 
involved in the attack, when 29 weapons, includ¬ 
ing automatic rifles and pistols were seized. 
Troops from Kostrad 413 Solo are spearheading 
the search for the attackers, supported by a 
helicopter brought in to the area from Timika. It is 
believed that ten men were involved in the at¬ 
tack. 

'We will hunt down and arrest those responsible,' 
said Trikora military commander in Jayapura, 
Major General Nurdin Zainal. 

According to military sources, a traditional string 
bag (noken) full of bullets as found near the site, 
as well as the Laskar Papua membership card of 
Mikael Murib, and the identity cards of Nugagas 
Murib and Alpius Murib. The names of six per¬ 
sons were also found, allegedly the names of 
those who took part in the attack. These sources 
say that, based on the evidence found so far, the 
military believe that the attack was launched by a 
group under the command of Kelly Kwalik and 
Titus Murib who are thought to be based not far 
from Wamena. The body of the unidentified 
member of the attacking group has been trans- 
fered to the local hospital for an autopsy. 

Speaking in Jakarta following the attack, army 
chief of staff General Ryamizard Ryacudu said 
everything must be done to crack down on the 
OPM because "Just see, Kopassus has been 
ordered to leave and they go wild again,' said 
Ryacudu. 

Also speaking about the incident, Indonesia's 
chief of police Police General Da'i Bachtiar said 
they had information that the OPM was involved. 
There had been indications of their activities in 
the area since January, he said. 'They are after 
weapons,' he said, adding that there were no 
plans at present to send additional Brimob 
(police elite corps) troops to Papua. Fie con¬ 
firmed that a number of weapons had been 
seized and said OPM units could hide in the 
jungle.' It is also reported that the military in 
Wamena are questioning several employees of 
the state electricity company, PLN, because 
shortly before the attack, there was a power cut 
and the lights went out. 'We're not accusing them 
of involvement, 1 the Trikora commander said, 

'but we want to establish why there was a power 
cut just before the attack.' 


Vv/^o are tWse Big beanies-investment in the Region 

This research was done mainly by looking at develops and exploits the hydrocarbon reserves, 
company websites, and websites of NGOs. It is meant Mitsubishi have a stake in the PT Smelting Company 
as a starting point for groups wishing to take action which produces copper from the Grasberg mine, 
against companies investing in the region, and it is Mitsubishi own Nippon Oil corporation which is 
recommended that groups wishing to target particular investigating the Vorwata gas field in West Papua, 
companies do some further research into the company's 
activities themselves. PT Astra 

Some 60% of West Papua's forests have been applied for 
WEST PAPUA as logging concessions. A successful campaign meant 

Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc that recently, the multinational paper producer Scott 

Jim Bob Moffet, CEO of Freeport McMoRan, has been Paper pulled out of a eucalyptus wood-chip and pulping 
quoted as saying "We have a volcano that's been plant in Merauke. However, it is likely that the project will 
decapitated by nature, and we're mining the oesophagus, still 9° ahead with two Indonesian companies. The state- 
if you will". Freeport's principal operating subsidiary is PT owned company, PTT Inhutani II, replaces Scott. PT 
Freeport Indonesia (PT-FI). PT-FI's operations in West Astra has been involved with the project from the start. It 
Papua involve mineral exploration and development, is a private business with interests ranging from car 
mining and milling of ore containing copper, gold and assembly to plantations and agribusiness. The project 
silver. Its operations are located in the remote highlands involves the felling of the tropical forests in Digui Valley 
of the Sudirman Mountain Range in West Papua. West Papua, home to 15,000 Auyu and other tribal 

peoples. It has been granted 800,000 hectares of land. A 
Freeport and its predecessors have conducted complex tropical forest eco-system will be replaced by 
exploration and mining operations in West Papua since vast eucalyptus plantations. 

1967. Freeport began open-pit mining of the Grasberg 

ore body in January 1990. Production totalled 78.2 million BHP Billington PLC 

metric tons of ore in 2001 (237,800 tonnes of ore BHP Billiton is taking part in a joint venture with PT Antam 
throughput per day). Mining at Grasberg is expected to TBK called PT Gag Nickel (PTGN). PTGN holds the 
continue until approximately 2015. In June 1998, contract to explore and develop a Nickle mine on Gag 
Freeport-McMoRan entered into a joint venture island, a protected forest island west of Sorong. The 
agreement to conduct further exploration activities in project is in the evaluation stage, and it has currently 
West Papua. Rio Tinto shares in 40% of the Freeport's suspended work because of a regulation that states that 
interests and costs in this exploration joint venture, open-pit mining is not allowed in protected areas. Gag 
However, field exploration activities in Block B, which island has reserves of nickel that could support extraction 
includes the Wabu Ridge gold prospect, as well as in the of 60,000 tonnes per year for three decades, 
other Contract of Work areas of Eastern Minerals and PT 
Nabire Bakti Mining have been temporarily suspended 
due to safety and security issues. 

Unfortunately, Freeport have no holdings in the UK to 
target, however their major institutional shareholders in 
this country include Morgan Stanley Investment Ltd, State 
Street Bank Europe Ltd (subsidiary of State Street 
Corporation), and Barclay's Bank PLC 

Rio Tinto PLC 

Rio Tinto's exploration joint venture with Freeport 
McMoRan, and their 12% shareholding in Freeport 
McMoRan Copper & Gold, means that they are now seen 
to be in a major strategic alliance with Freeport, and are 
fully involved in the Grasberg mine. Rio Tinto PLC is the 
world's largest mining company and has been the focus PHILIPPINES 

of protests for decades. The indigenous people of the Philippines have plenty of 

enemies. We are currently doing research into these, 
BP PLC (any information gratefully received), but most of these 

West Papua is an important source of liquid natural gas companies at war with nature are based in Canada, 
(LNG) for the Asia-Pacific region. In 1997 the discovery of Australia or the Philippines. We have however dug up 
giant LNG reservoirs spread over three adjoining blocks: some links in the UK, and are sure to find further ones. 
Berau, Muturi and Wiriagar unlocked a new era of LNG * Rio Tinto are (of course) one of the arch enemies of 
exploitation in West Papua. The exploitation of these nature, and they have offices in London and in Bristol, 
reserves is known as the Tangguh project (meaning Gi ve them a bell on 0207 9302399, or pop into visit at 6 
"strength" in Indonesian). The Tangguh reserves have the St James Square, London. 

potential to make Indonesia the worlds largest LNG * TVI Pacific are a Canadian Company committing a host 
exporters and supply much of the East-Asian market. The of human and environmental abuses on Filipino shores, 
reserves are massive, with 18.3 trillion cubic feet of They are assisted in this by mining expert consultants 
reserves. The project is jointly operated by BP and Steffan, Robertson and Kirsten, whose head offices are in 
Pertamina (Indonesia’s state oil company). BP has a 50% Cardiff. 

share of the projects total proven reserves. BP became * Crew Development are fighting the Department of 
involved in the project by buying ARCO, predominantly Environmental and Natural Resources who cancelled 
because of its stake in the project. LNG is expected to be their nickel mine proposal for Mindoro. If it goes ahead 12 
removed for the first time in 2006. Manguan communities will be displaced. Mindoro is 

ecologically incredibly precious. They also have their 

Mitsubishi Group of Companies fingers in many other pies. They are Canadian, but David 

Mitsubishi is the second largest stakeholder in the Williamson Associates are their London consultants, 

Tangguh project. It’s subsidiary Diamond Gas Indonesia, and can be found at 15 St Helen's Place, London EC3A, 
holds 56% of Ml Berau BV which holds a 22.856% °r rung on 0207 6283989. 
interest in the Berau Block in West Papua and explores, 



* # # 


years. Indonesia is a Muslim country while many 
Papuans are Christian. Laskar Jihad has been carrying 
out military training in villages and a town mosque. One 
of their bulletins issued in Papua said they were: 

‘waging war against Christians because of their support 
for separatist movements in various parts of Indonesia.' 
Laskar Jihad mean business. Their arrival in the 
Mollucans in Jan '99 sparked two years of communal 
violence that killed 9,000 people. The state support for 
these militias is of course a standard counter¬ 
insurgency tactic. In British military lingo its called 'the 
creation of counter-gangs' (ex-General Kitson). This is 
deeply worrying to say the least. 

In August last year West Papua, for once, hit the 
world's headlines. On the outskirts of the worlds largest 
gold/copper mine in Timika, a minibus carrying workers 
was ambushed. Two Americans teachers from the mine 
school were shot. The mine run by the British mining 
giant RTZ and the US Freeport Company has been the 
site of numerous actions in the past. Indonesia 
immediately blamed the OPM and pushed in troops. Yet 
reports from the survivors stated that the attackers were 
heavily armed with modern weaponry - not the OPM's 
style! FBI & Australian investigations revealed the 
attack came from the military. Hoping to kill two birds 
with one stone they had thought by carrying out the 
attack they could keep military taxes on the mine high 
while receiving an excuse fora search and destroy 
mission against Papuan villages. If the truth had not 
been uncovered the OPM might have soon felt the full 
weight of the US’s 'War Against Terror'! The recent 
bombing in Bali however has affected the Papuan 
struggle. On October 18th Indonesia enacted a new 
Anti-Terrorism Bill. Among the new powers is the rebirth 
of the official judicial death penalty for 'terrorism'. How 
long will it be before Indonesia applies this to Papuan 
prisoners? 

So in 2003 serious conclusions arise. The manoeuvring 
space opened up under Wahid is now rapidly closing. 
Those who have exposed themselves as a genuine 
opposition are being hunted by a military/police 
apparatus that is well versed in putting down rebellion. 
Will resistance be possible in the towns or will another 
generation move to the hills and swamps? Jakarta 
sees dark clouds on the horizon and is preparing for the 
next revolutionary rainstorm. With settler/lslamic militias 
acting in concert with the state the elite hope to cement 
their grip on the colonised areas and strengthen their 
ability to expand development into the wild heartland of 
West Papua. In this border war between civilisation and 
tribal culture far more blood will flow. However the 
Papuans have not given up, many continue to resist the 
destruction of their homeland, race and cultures. May 
all their arrows find their targets! 

KOTEKA PRISONER SUPPORT 

Here's the experience of one Papuan prisoner who 
people supported by phoning the prison and asking 
questions: “I was being kept in pitch black in an 
overflowing toilet. I was cuffed at my hands and feet 
and in constant fear of my food being poisoned. After 
two weeks the guards pulled me out and asked me why 
all these people were phoning and enquiring about me. 
They looked scared and I told them that now the world 
is watching them. I was returned to my cell but they now 
cleaned it, put a light in and removed the cuffs. Further 
support led to better and better conditions which has 
contributed to the fact that I am alive to tell this story 
now. It made me feel strong to hear people outside 
were supporting me." Two West Papuans are currently 
being held in the Abepura prison and are on trial in the 
local court. They were arrested on 6th December 2002 
in an OPM camp and are being charged with making 
homemade weapons. We are going to have a 
telephone ringing session for them. Just ring the prison 


phone and mention their names (see details in left hand 
column). 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (PNG) 

In truth Papua New Guinea is far from 
independent. Run as an Australian neo-colony it 
acts both as a provider of prime resources and a 
block to Indonesian regional hegemony. 



The border with West Papua is still permeable and 
streams of refugees have crossed for decades. In the 
north in Vanimo thousands of West Papuans live in a 
semi-permanent camp. Melanesian solidarity is strong 
on the ground but unsurprisingly does not carry much 
weight with the PNG elite. When not actually carrying 
out joint border operations against the OPM the PNG 
government has turned a blind eye to Indonesian 
operations within the country. In one two-month period 
Indonesian troops carried out more than 400 illegal 
border incursions. Thanks to the weak nature of the 
state (exacerbated by the Bougainville Uprising -see 
below) the PNG elite have not managed to be as 
repressive of their West Papuan brothers and sisters as 
they would like. Nevertheless leading OPM warriors 
have been jailed and some handed over the border to 
experience the delights of the torture squads. 

Around the new year there were three skirmishes 
across the PNG border. The OPM killed around 20 
Indonesian soldiers and seized control of an Indonesian 
border post. In response the Indonesian state sent 
thousands of troops to the border zone and the OPM 
retreated back to their camps. A handful of warriors 
were arrested or shot. Under intense pressure from 
Indonesia, PNG threatened to send ail refugees back in 
January. The refugee camps were swamped by PNG 
police and soldiers but despite the tension PNG backed 
down. As we go to press in mid March tension has once 
again risen. Official statement have been released 
stating that all 400 refugees in one camp will be 
deported. This has been followed up by PNG army 
visits to the camps of the families of OPM warriors, 
burning the houses of four families and arresting 16. 

PNG is more highly developed than West Papua - but 
that's not saying much. Essentially the country is 
divided between the towns and the bush. Road and 
aerial arteries link the towns while their only link to the 
countryside is one of resources extraction largely for 
export. Many of the same companies active in West 
Papua are active in PNG. Chief among them is RTZ 
who own a number of major mining operations. Their 
Ok Tedi mine has been the site of protests for decades. 
After metals the main export product is timber. PNG's 
forests are rapidly shrinking; resistance erupts 
occasionally. The tactics used have ranged from 
blockading logging roads to spiking trees, thus making 


them more dangerous and less economic to cut. 

We know less about resistance in PNG but that is 
probably because our links with it are not as strong as 
elsewhere in the South Pacific. However, active 
groups in PNG do see themselves as part of a global 
movement. In 2001 students demonstrated against 
the IMF & the World Bank in the Capital Port 
Moresby, timing their action as part of a Peoples 
Global Action (PGA) International day of action The 
reaction from the state was swift with shootings and 
arrests. Last year on that great international day of 
struggle May 1st, dynamite was used to down pylons 
supplying electricity to a multinational mine. In a 
beautiful echo across the planet, activists downed a 
power line entering the peat extraction site at 
Hatfield Moors, Yorkshire, on the same night. The 
resistance is global. 

BOUGAINVILLE 

Officially still part of PNG, Bougainville is 
relatively autonomous after the Islands self 
described ‘ecological revolutionaries’ defeated 
the PNG army in a 11 year guerrilla war. Since 
PNG threw in the towel, some splits have emerged 
in the movement. While some are willing to negotiate 
with corporations and states, others hold to a hard¬ 
line position. Francis Ona, (village medic, farmer and 
founder of the Bougainville Revolutionary Army) 
fears winning the war but losing the peace. Since 
UN run negotiations have commenced he has led 
the newly emerged Makemue Defence Force which 
controls the centre of the island, including the ruined 
RTZ mine that sparked the conflict. The no-go zone 
continues to expand and the MDF gain strength. UN 
negotiations have led to many Bougainvilleans 
handing in their guns. This disarming of the people 
has been countered by the MDF, which recently 
stormed UN enclosures and took over 200 automatic 
weapons. Bougainville remains in flux. Will mining 
once again taint the land, poison the rivers? Will the 
people remain autonomous? Will war come again? 
The inspiring tenacity of this island has taken it 
through far darker times. Bougainville continues to a 
beacon of hope for Indigenous people in the South 
Pacific. 
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Prisoner Support 

Support Raul Zapatos Forest 
Defence Prisoner. Raul Zapatos is 
currently serving life for murder and 
frustrated murder. Raul was team 
leader of a DENR (Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources) 
Strike Force, and as such was 
responsible for the monitoring and 
apprehending of illegal loggers. 
Whilst legal logging is generally the 
biggest threat to the country’s 
forests, illegal logging is still a major 
blight in some areas. The DENR is 
well known to be riddled with 
corruption but Raul was one of the 
exceptions. In 1989 he twice stopped 
a truck being used by the mayor-it 
was full of illegally logged timber-and 
on the second occasion he refused 
to release it. 

On January 14th 1990, Raul was 
asleep at his team's headquarters 
when it was attacked by the mayor, 
his bodyguard and a group of 
policemen. The attackers used 
bullets and even grenades. Raul 
grabbed an M16 left by the military 
personnel assigned to his team, and 
returned fire. The mayor was killed 
and his bodyguard wounded. After 
11 years of court action, on March 
27th 2001 Raul was found guilty and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. In 
the Philippines this means a 
minimum of 15 years. 

Having served 2 years in a maximum 
security prison in Manila and 1 year 
on remand, his case is currently 
under review. Raul has told us that 
the following things would all be 
much appreciated: 

1) . Write to Raul, stamps/IRCs and 
books can also be sent in but, if you 
want to send anything at all 
controversial you should establish 
with him that he wants it. Raul 
Zapatos, Dorm 6-C, Maximum 
security compound, Bureau of 
corrections, Muntinlupa City, Metro 
Manila, The Philippines. 

2) . Visit Raul. You can visit all day 
every day without prior arrangement, 
except on Friday when visits are 
limited. The prison allows food, cash 
and so on to be taken in, but he is 
diabetic so sweets are a bad idea. 

3) . Write to the Supreme Court. In 

the past letters from Australia helped 
to secure a review of the case and it 
is currently being considered by the 
Supreme Court. Raul is fairly confident 
that it will decide in his favour, but would 
appreciate people writing to the court 
asking for a speedy decision, and an 
overturning of the conviction. 

(continued opposite page) 


Resistance in the 


The Philippines are an area of immense ecological 
importance. Home to many rare and amazing birds and 
mammals, including the monkey-eating eagle, it is the 
plant life which really marks it out as exceptional, with the 
virgin rainforest containing a greater diversity of flora than 
anywhere else in the world. All is far from well however 
for this beautiful environment. Most of the rainforest has 
been destroyed, and the destruction continues at a 
horrifying rate. Many species are extinct or threatened 
with extinction. Dam building destroys landscapes and 
communities and mining rips open the land, It is the vast 
scale of its destruction, combined with its incredible bio¬ 
diversity, which has seen the Philippines classed as one 
of the top three environmental hotspots. In other words, 
one of the three most important areas to defend in the 



The same powerful interests which destroy nature, also 
work against what is left of tribal culture. Hunter-gatherers 
and subsistence agriculturalists are finding their 
traditional ways of life increasingly impossible. Their land 
is stolen or conned from them, the forests, which many of 
them depend on for life, are cut down. Many of them end 
up as landless refugees in their own land, forced to turn 
away from their traditional lifestyle and culture, to work on 
farms and in factories or beg a living in the towns, to be 
assimilated into our more 'modern' and ‘correct’ social 
and economic structures— an illusion we call 'progress’. 

Until this year, SSP has promoted FPCN’S (Friends of 
People Close to Nature) work with the Agfa at Dipuntian. 
This is no longer the case (see 'Agfa and Dipuntian 
update' on back page). We do however retain a 
commitment to the Agta at Dipuntian and elsewhere, and 
to the forest which still supports many of their livelihoods. 
We are in communication with some Agta, and non-Agta 
from around the area (Aurora) and stand ready to offer 
what support we can to any efforts to defend what 
remains of their forests and culture. In recent years this 
defence has taken various forms: We have heard reports 
of agta blockading logging routes, petitioning the 
government and even seeing off illegal loggers with bows 
and arrows. In March of this year, in the latest area to get 
the loggers attention, a red flag was hung from the trees - 
signifying death to those who enter. Following a meeting, 
again in March of this year, there may also be 
demonstrations in the near future. In the meantime we 
are researching the companies involved in logging of 
these and other forests in the Philippines. In particular the 
Japanese multinational IDC (Industries Development 
Corporation), responsible for almost all logging in the 
Aurora area, and rumoured to have been involved in the 
massacre of anti-logging agta at nearby Diaba. 

Britain is the third biggest consumer of Philippine 
rainforest furniture, and we are currently researching the 
companies responsible for the logging, importing and 
manufacturing of these products. Please contact us with 
any information or if you fancy a bit of corporate research. 
As well as containing some of the last virgin forest, and 
monkey eating eagles on the island of Mindanao, Mount 


Apo is an incredibly important area ecologically and is 
recognized as such by many bodies, including the United 
Nations. We have established contact with both the 
Bagobo and Obo Manobo tribes who inhabit the foothills 
of Mt. Apo. In the near future we hope to carry out letter 
writing, fundraising and solidarity actions, in support of 
their defence of their forests and culture. As ever, we will 
publicize any requests for funding or actions on our 
website and in future newsletters. 

Damn them!—More indigenous groups and land are 
under threat by a $348 million dam project on the island 
of Mindanao. This dam is being built by the National 
Power Corporation to create electricity. This will displace 
about 48,000 families from their ancestral domain. Those 
affected are mostly Manobo and Moro tribes people. In 
the 70's 3 dam projects were stopped by protests (this is 
project 5.) The people in the area were initally hopeful 
about protest and resistance being effective. However, 
the Government attacks on the area as part of the "War 
on Terrorism", funded by Bush, are ensuring the defeat of 
the people. Muslim groups in the area have been the 
most active against the dam project. The Manobo are not 
allies of the Muslim groups (there have been animosities 
for many generations) but are of the firm belief that the 
excuse of war is being used to clear the area of it's 
people for a more permanantly fatal purpose - destroying 
land for its resources. Banana, palm oil and rubber 
plantations in particular, as well as possibilities for mining, 
will be murdering the area once the military have moved 
enough families away from the ancestral domain. Since 
the start of the war the machinery has been safely 
brought in to set up the dam; and maybe other 
infrastructures. Displacing of families will affect the other 
Manobo in the area because their communities will have 
to support the displaced ones. Such a project may, they 
fear, be forcing them into armed confrontation to defend 
their land and livelihood. We are interested in any 
corporate research into who’s who in this dam project. 

Philippine’s resistance to mining and dams has been 
intense. In April 1998 the ‘Unity Pact' was forged in the 
Cordillera region, increasing the levels of militancy used 
by indigenous people to halt the environmental 
destruction of their areas. The Cordillers People's 
alliance (a leftist alliance of various indigenous groups) 
are the first people to have stopped a World Bank funded 
project: the Chico Basin Development Project. 

The Cordillera People's Alliance have also been at war 
with golfers. There was armed resistance to the Manila 
South Coast Development Agency turning native land into 
a golf course. 

If we ecologists in the West are serious then we cannot 
afford to ignore the global hotspots. Financial aid, 
solidarity actions and other support must be given to 
these areas as a matter of urgency. 

Philippines Solidarity Group 
solidarityphilippines@yahoo.co.uk 


tries Earth first! 


The Philippines is one of the few third world 
countries with active Earth First! Groups. In the past 
three years groups have sprung up in Davao, Lucena and 
Manila. They have taken action in support of indigenous 
people, opened an anarchist / ecologist info shop, 
trashed genetically modified crops and taken part in local 
conservation projects. Located as they are in one of the 
global hotspots, these "eco-warriors of the 3rd world 
country" must surely be a key target for as much support 
as we can provide. All three groups have asked for 
radical literature for info-shops. Send it to: 

Check out their website on: www.geocities.com/efdavao. 
The article that follows is an abridged report from Davao 
EF! Describing an anti-GM action .. 
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EarthQFirst! 

ECOWARR/ORS OF THE 3rd WORLD COUNTRY 

Davao Earth first! - Monsanto Action Report 


It was August 29 when 8 Earth Firstiers decided to 
join and support the Tampakan farmers in South 
Cotabato Philippines to destroy the BT corn. The 

MASIPAG (Magsasaka At Syantipiko Para Sa Kaunluran 
sa Agrikultura/ Scientific Farmers) said that they would 
pick us up along the highway in Ulas. When the sun rose 
at dawn I saw green surroundings. I was smiling and 
thinking about the earth, "what a beautiful world to live in” 



En route were traffic checkpoints. The worst thing that 
happened was on the third apprehension by two 
policeman with high-powered guns in private vehicle that 
blocked our way. These cops issued TOP for violating 
driver's traffic rules. I guess the only violation they could 
find was "DRIVING WITHOUT MONEY". What a stinky 
system - they took the license of our friend. Suddenly the 
time that I had been waiting for came. When we were 
approaching the Korondal Rizal Park I saw 6 trucks, a 
jeep, and a van. The vehicles were loaded with different 
people of different organizations like KMU (Kilusang 
Mayo Uno), MASIPAG, BAYAN MUNA, KMP (Kilusang 
Mambubukid ng Pilipinas), SULTAN KUDARAT 
FARMERS, METSA FOUNDATION, KONSUMO 
DABAW, and including our movement EARTH FIRST! 
The distribution of flyers began. 

The main objective was to smash the BT corn. Poverty 
line in the Philippines has increased because of the crisis 
in economy and political status of the country. In the rural 
areas, prices went up including pesticides, herbicides, 
and other equipments in farming that made our farmers 
oppressed. The peasants have no choice but to do all 
they can to harvest more crops to recover there debts. 
Just like right now there is this modified crop called 
Bacillus Thuringiensis corn. According to the producers, it 
will respond to depressed / marginalized farmers and will 
solve world hunger—however in reality the technology 
allows powerful companies to control food production. 
Let's get back to action!!!! I was excited what about 
would happen when we reach the field of Monsanto. My 
expectations was far from what I had thought. When we 
were on the field the farmers were very aggressive and 
angry walking through the farm. When I was busy taking 
pictures I had seen 5 farmers including one of my 
comrade pull the fence down. So, I pulled the crops and 
stumped it with my feet. What I felt was, This is it! So this 
is the poisonous one! It must be annihilated! It will cause 
starvation and problem to humanity and the Earth!. If you 
could see the faces of different people who participated 


you could see their hearts and feel their emotions! The 
farmers already learned their lessons with the GREEN 
REVOLUTION ... I interviewed one of the farmers—he 
said, for the last 45 years there were 3,500 different types 
of rice (correct me if I'm wrong!). What IRRI (International 
Rice Research Institute) did was to collect the developed 
different varieties of seeds and putted in the seed bank. 
They invented a highbreed called MIRACLE RICE 
claimed to solve the world hunger.The result was 
chemical based fertilizers, pesticides which increased 
acidity of land and decreased the production. The 
traditional farmers were bankrupt because of modern 
equipment for the benefit of big companies. The GREEN 
REVOLUTION has made farmers dependent on 
agrochemical companies, and dependent on increasing 
quantities of chemical inputs through the years. As a 
deplorable consequence is the indebtedness of small 
farmers all over the world. 

LET'S GO BACK TO ACTION!!!!!!!!! The test site was 
ruined in 5 minutes There were 2 cops carrying high- 
powered rifles, one of them was not wearing uniform and 
the other one did not have name plate. The media asked 
those cops why they were wearing incomplete uniforms 
just like NPA, they answered nothing and left the farm 
and the people. There was also a worker of MONSANTO, 
a woman under took pictures of the angry farmers. I don't 
know what was her motive but I guess she just wanted to 
scare the farmers. She said that the fence was live wire. 
A courageous peasant touched the barbed wires with his 
hands to check if it was true. He shouted, "It is only a 
bluff!". That was why they destroyed a portion of a fence 
made of barbed wires. After a few minutes of resistance, 
we all immediately rode in our perspective vehicle, folded 
all the banners, and changed clothes so that we could 
escape fast when the reinforcement come. I observed 
every person who participated in the "guerilla" gardening 
played a huge part in preserving the Earth. We were very 
responsible with ourselves, we escaped safely as if 
nothing happened. 

After lunch we proceeded to the KMP office in Koronadal. 
The corporate media interviewed 4 speakers of KMP. At 
5:20pm we were on our way back to Davao City our 
home. As far as I know 11 out of 30 products here in the 
Philippines are positive on GMO. Only 3% in the 
Mindanao population know about GM. We will not give up 
until it is totally banned in the Philippines. 

So MONSANTO see you next time! 



(See below for a model letter). 

4). Raise money. Raul's family live 
in Cagayan de Oro city, hundreds of 
miles from Manila. His wife and kids 
have to fly to see him since the boat 
takes two or three days each way. 
The family are not rich and are only 
able to visit every 5 months or so. 
Any money raised will enable her to 
visit sooner, as well as possibly 
being needed to pay for Raul's 
medicine in prison. Send cheques in 
Sterling made out to: Agta Support 
group. To SSP, c/o SDEFi, Prior 
House, Tilbury Place, Brighton, E. 
Sussex, BN2 2GY—please add a 
covering note specifying that this 
money is for Raul) 


Model letter to the Supreme Court 

Justices Of The 3rd Division, 
Supreme Court Padre 
Faura Street 
Manila 

The Philippines 

Dear Justices of the 3rd Division of 
the Supreme Court: 

I am writing to you regarding the 
case of Raul L. Zapatos, G.R. No. 
147814-15. As you are no doubt 
aware Mr Zapatos is currently 
imprisoned in NBP-Muntinlupa, 
having been convicted of murder and 
frustrated murder following an attack 
on the head quarters of the DENR 
Strike Force of which he was the 
team leader. I am greatly concerned 
to hear of Mr Zapatos’ imprisonment 
which appears to have resulted from 
his lawful duties in defence of your 
countries forests, some of the most 
ecologicaly important in the world. I 
understand that on July 25, 2002 a 
resolution was made granting review 
of Mr Zapatos’ case, by your division 
of the Supreme Court. I would 
therefore like to add my voice to 
those asking that a decision on this 
matter be reached as swiftly as 
possible, and that the convictions be 
overturned. 


Yours sincerely, 









